[Micronucleus frequency is increased in bone marrow erythrocytes from offspring of male mice exposed to chronic low-dose gamma irradiation].
The micronucleus frequency in bone marrow erythrocytes from the F1 progeny of male mice exposed to chronic low-dose gamma-irradiation was determined. Male BALB/c mice were irradiated with 10, 25 and 50 cGy at dose rates of 1, 5, and 15 cGy/day and mated with unirradiated females on day 15 after irradiation. The obtained offspring had an elevated micronucleus frequency in bone marrow erythrocytes at the age of 2 months. This suggests the transmission of genome instability from damaged germ-line cells of irradiated male parents to somatic cells of the progeny.